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coming into its own as it did for a short while in Northern Tunisia in
1942. It is coming into its own because the conditions of the war in
France and in the parts of Italy where we are now fighting are extremely
suitable to its climbing and manoeuvrable qualities and heavy armour.
No particular type can be perfect. The Tiger and the Panther are,
essentially, weapons of defence, whereas the Cromwell and the Sherman
belong to the offensive. The Churchill can be either defensive or
offensive as circumstances may require. I pass from these technical
details. General Oliver Leese reports as follows about the fighting
in Italy:

" It may interest you to know of the fine performance of the Churchill
tanks, which supported the Canadian Corps when they attacked and
broke through the Adolf Hitler line last month. They stood up to a
lot of punishment from heavy anti-tank guns. Several tanks were
hard hit without the crews being injured. They got across some
amazingly rough ground. Their 6-pounder guns made good penetra-
tion and were quick to load and aim."

I saw also that in the recent fighting in France similar distinction had
been gained by these weapons in the assault in some of these wooded
hills and in this very thickly enclosed country in which our centre is
now moving.

But there is one more general feature which has emerged in the
fighting in Normandy to which I must draw the attention of the House.
No new tank weapon or type of ammunition has been employed by
the enemy. They have brought out nothing new so far, whereas we
have put into operation for the first time in these operations the
Sherman tank mounting the ly-pounder, the latest Churchill tank,
and the new Cromwell tank, and we have also a number of interesting
variants of very great ingenuity, which I cannot tell the House about'
to-day, because we do not know whether the enemy have had an
opportunity of testing them and tasting them. It is only when I know
they know that the secrets can be unfolded. One has to be very careful,
because people object very much indeed if anything is revealed which
seems to take away any chance that our troops may enjoy in this
country and with our Allies.

In leaving this subject of equipment, I am going to do something
that has never been done before, and I hope the House will not be
shocked at the breach of precedent. I am going to make public a
word of praise for the War Office. In all the forty years I have served
in this House I have heard that Department steadily abused before,
during, and after our various wars. And if my memory serves me
aright I have frequently taken part in the well-merited criticism which
was their lot. But when I last saw General Montgomery in the field

153